






PRESIDENT 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Dr Michael Whitehead

It has been ten years [a fair portion of a cat’s nine lives] since we first produced 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s CATS. The musical, with lyrics based on the poems in T.S. 
Eliot’s “Old Possum’s Book Of Practical Cats” is now 35 years old but has lost none 
of it’s magic. This iconic show returns to Ballarat with a fresh vision and vitality and is 
a masterpiece of exciting dance set to beautiful music. It has been routinely set on 
rooftops and garbage dumps but this time you will find the cats in the old warehouse 
of a theatre company, like LYRIC, maybe.

The drive for this show comes from first-time Director and long-time Choreog-
rapher Kat Armati who has the ability to interpret the life of these cats through 
song, dance and atmospheric scenes that will keep you thoroughly entertained. 
We welcome our new Designer Kat Pengelly [there is a coincidental theme here!], 
whose outstanding costumes contribute to the illusion of our human cast trans-
formed into cats with their own individual styles and personalities. The meticulous 
wigs that match each costume are made and designed by Nikki McKinnon [still 
recovering from the mullets in “Rock of Ages’] and when combined with faces 
created by, of course, ‘Cat’ Heenan complete this human to animal transformation 
that is realised on stage. 

The place where they live on this stage has been imagined by our Set Designer Scott Snowden in a very clever way. Scott is 
usually our lighting programmer but changes direction this year to move into set design.

Also new to LYRIC is our Musical and Choral Director William Yates who has enthusiastically tackled this demanding show with 
great skill. His efforts have resulted in an exciting singing experience for the cast and for you. Apart from the 31 cast members 
on-stage we have 17 orchestra members and 4 back-up singers back-stage to complete the live-theatre music experience. 
This year, for a change, the orchestra is not in the pit but is situated behind the set. Greg Ginger, Sound Designer, once again 
provides the experience and the best technical equipment to blend the singing, the orchestra and the sound effects. Matthew 
Heenan, Mystic Entertainmentz, reprises his role as Lighting Designer for the return of CATS: last time he received the  Music 
Theatre Guild of Victoria Award for Excellence [Lighting] and you will see that quality in this version as well. 

To keep all of this together we welcome back Kat[e] Suter as Stage-Manager. To coordinate all of the individuals involved in 
any show running coherently has been previously described by Kate as like “herding cats”, well, CATS could be her ultimate 
challenge. Supporting the Company are the many assistants who volunteer their time to create the costumes, make the props 
[Marnie Bonell-Huy has done a wonderful job], manage the front of house, make the sets, facilitate the stage scenes, arrange 
the publicity plus perform the myriad of important chores to get this show ‘on the road’.  In particular I would like to thank the 
costume making and set building teams for the months of intricate work that you will see revealed on this stage. 

So, this year, we have a generally very new creative team supported by some very experienced 
stalwarts of the theatre. In the cast we have an amazing mixture of contributors from beginners 
[kittens] to some ‘old Toms’! Brendan Bawden  [Gus the theatre cat] played the same role 10 
years ago while Tim Gay, after a decade, has changed from the very athletic Mungojerrie to the 
more distinguished Skimbleshanks [the railway cat]. We have brothers and sisters and cousins 
and nieces and children within the cast from what is a big LYRIC family and a credit to the talent 
in Ballarat.

The show only occurs as a result of the exhaustive [exhausting!] efforts of the LYRIC committee. 
This very committee team ensures that there are solutions to every CATastrophy that arises 
from start to finish of a production. 

All in all, you should expect a purr-fectly absorbing 2 hours of outstanding entertainment.

So sit back and watch the cream of Ballarat music theatre talent and 
just lap it up.

Yes it is the same cat as
10 years ago with then 

President Bob Thurman.
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PATRON
Craig Revel Horwood, 
Director, Choreographer, TV Personality, London UK

My support for Ballarat Lyric Theatre goes back to the early 80s where I began my training as a 
performer in a show called Makin’ Music. I fell in love with the theatre from that moment on and 
went on to perform in the following years show, Rockin’ the Town, which was an enormous success 
for the company. I then went on to further my education in Melbourne then landed a part in West 
Side Story and have remained in the theatre ever since. I now direct and choreograph all over 
the world, mainly in London UK, I’m an original judge on the UK Strictly Come Dancing BBC One 
(Dancing With the Stars) now in its 15th series going live every Saturday night to over 14 million 
viewers and have also appeared in many West End shows one of which was CATS playing the role 
of Munkustrap. 

Ballarat Lyric Theatre has done so much for the community, mounting amazing shows of exceptional standards for theatregoers 
all around the region. I would love to see the company grow, prosper and continue to develop young talent and entertain the 
community. I wish the company every success with this years returning production of CATS, a musical I hold close to my heart 
and a musical that inspired myself and many other singer/dancers. CHOOKAS to the entire company and be fab-u-lous!

Craig Revel Horwood

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
Helen Peart, Jenny Catford, Fred Fargher, Jean Wardlaw*, Lois McGeachin*, Max Beames*, Isla Preston*, Yutha Valpied*, Robert 
Lemke*, Peter Dale, Wendy Holgate, Georgina Edgar, Arlene Geoffrey, Graeme Beames, Beverley Horwood, Gladys Beames*, Fay 
McCalman, Glenn Fisher, Dr Ed Davis, Andrew McCalman, Lee-Anne Martin, Lois Walter*, Matthew Heenan, Catherine Heenan, Dr 
Michael Whitehead, Marie Wilson, Marnie Bonell-Huy, Dr Robert Thurman, Barbara Stead.   
       *Denotes deceased 

VALE: 
LOIS WALTER
Lyric Theatre Company were saddened by the passing of Lois in May last year, she was Secretary from 1979 – 1982, Performer, 
Show Director, Seamstress for many shows and an Honorary Life Member.  Lois contributed many years to Ballarat Theatre in 
general. Her grandson Sam Balson is playing Munkustrap in this production of CATS.

ROBERT (BOB) LEMKE
We have lost another stalwart of Lyric Theatre. Bob was a larger-than-life figure and it is with sadness that he passed away 
on 29th July 2016. He was a performer in many shows, President of Lyric for 4 years, a committee member and Honorary Life 
Member of the company.
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DIRECTOR/CHOREOGRAPHER  :  KATHERINE ARMATI

Katherine began her performing arts career early in life, putting on concerts in the backyard with her 
friends. Studying Ballet and Jazz through childhood, she moved to Sydney and graduated University 
with a BA in Dance. While at Uni she worked as a commercial dancer and cheerleader for the NSW 
Waratahs. After Uni she travelled USA working at summer camp and doing classes and workshops in 
Jazz and Musical Theatre in San Francisco & New York. She was Albury Wodonga Theatre Company 
Vice President for 6 years, and choreographed Grease, Miss Saigon and Beauty and the Beast. She 
was choreographer and Co-Director of You Can’t Stop the Beat Variety Shows, along with directing 
many Community Event works over the years. Katherine was resident choreographer for Strange 
Bedfellows – A New Musical working with Dana Jolly and Roger Hodgman. Most recently she 
worked with BLOC as choreographer for Chicago, Miss Saigon and Mary Poppins. Katherine would 
like to thank Tobias Madden and Andy McCalman for leading workshops with the cast and also 
her family, friends and Lyric Committee members for their support through this process. Special 
mention to her husband Stephen who takes direction on & off stage so well!

DIRECTOR’S NOTES:
My first recollection of the Musical CATS is my mother taking me to Melbourne to see the show, I remember so vividly seated at 
the back of the stalls and the character Cassandra lying on the wall behind us, playing with my hair. CATS is such an iconic Andrew 
Lloyd Webber show and to be given the reigns has been an amazing experience. When I started reading the poetry of T.S. Eliot and 
researching words and phrases I didn’t understand, there was so much more behind what you read on the page and see in this show 
than I thought.

Delving deeper in research mode I learned that the themes were so relevant to everyday – isolation, rejection, friendships, family and 
hope. One search tangent I went down led me to a South American cut of meat, another to George Bryan “Beau” Brummell, who was 
quite an iconic figure in Regency England. Let alone the multitude of CATS songs we found - What’s New Pussycat, Black Cat, Year of 
the Cat, Stray Cat Strut, Honky Cat, The Love Cats, Cat People and a favourite I had on cassette tape as a child – The Cat Came Back!

Professionally the choreography of Cats, up until the recent Broadway revival, has been 25yrs of the same choreography. That makes 
for some pretty quintessential moves – and creating new choreography along with a few of those iconic moments was the biggest 
challenge of such a well-known show. 

The production team and I were keen to keep the show that people know and love but have a few new things for people to see. 
Putting in Growltiger’s Last Stand was one of these. I had never seen it in the three times I saw the show professionally as it is 
frequently not done.

If this is your first CATS experience I hope you enjoy it, and if it’s not your first time then I hope you see something new that you enjoy.

Thank you to the whole family of Ballarat Lyric Theatre’s production of CATS, it has been an honour to work with this feline family.

“Time spent with Cats is never wasted” – Sigmund Freud

MUSICAL/CHORAL DIRECTOR  :  WILLIAM YATES

William is thrilled (and a little bit nervous) to be back in Ballarat to take up the role as musical 
and choral director for Lyric’s production of CATS. William grew up in Ballarat and was involved in 
multiple musicals throughout his childhood including being on stage for Cinderella, Joseph and 
His Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat and Singin’ in the Rain and was musical and choral director 
for SBC’s 2009 production of RENT. CATS will be William’s first show in Ballarat since 2012 but 
in that time he has been musical and choral director of multiple shows including Bare: A Pop 
Opera, Curtains and the new musical Jamie and the Asynchronous Temporal Atomic Reverberator 
for which he also wrote the music. William is an experienced choral singer and has performed with 
the London Philharmonic Choir, Gondwana Choirs and the MSO Chorus. He is currently studying 
a Bachelor of Music in Classical Voice (Choral Specialisation) at Monash University and is heavily 
involved in Monash Uni Student Theatre. He is also studying conducting with Roy Theaker.

SET DESIGNER  :  SCOTT SNOWDEN

Since first working backstage as a teenager 28 years ago in this very theatre, Scott has gone on 
to work in many areas of theatre production, both in Australia and overseas. He has worked with 
local, national and international theatre companies in support of their creative visions, specializing 
particularly in utilising new technologies for the stage.

Scott is always delighted to return to community theatre, where he started his showbiz journey, and is 
proud to support an endeavour that brings joy and fulfilment to audiences and participants alike.
This is Scott’s 18th show for Ballarat Lyric Theatre and although he normally works with lighting and 
projection. CATS marks a new challenge for Scott by taking on Set Design for the first time.  He would 
particularly like to thank Paul Trevenen and the set-building team for their invaluable support and great work. 
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PRODUCTION MANAGER  :  ALISON TREVENEN

Alison has been a committee member for the past seven years and is currently Vice – President of the 
Lyric committee. Alison is excited to take on the role of Production Manager of CATS after having carried 
out this role for Rock of Ages last year. The agility and skill of the cats in this show will amaze and thrill 
everyone and Alison has the greatest admiration for their commitment, professionalism and enthusiasm 
in bringing another great show to Ballarat audiences. She would also like to thank all the members of 
the creative team for their wonderful support and to members of the lyric committee who volunteer an 
incredible amount of time and effort in bringing shows like this to the stage. Alison would like to give a 
special thank you to her husband Paul who has spent many days putting together the sets for the show. 

ASSISTANT PRODUCTION MANAGER  :  SUSAN JACKSON

Susan has been involved on stage with Ballarat Lyric Theatre since her first production, Phantom of the 
Opera in 2014. Susan also made an appearance as Justice Charlier in their 2016 production of Rock of 
Ages. This year has marked her first time working behind the scenes, being production manager’s assis-
tant to Alison Trevenen. Susan would like to thank Alison for guiding her through her first time in the role. 
When not working on shows she is a local music teacher, teaching Singing, Violin and Piano with Jackson’s 
School of Music. Susan is honored to have been part of the CATS team and looks forward to more involve-
ment with Ballarat Lyric Theatre in the future.

GRAPHIC DESIGN  :  GLENN FISHER

Glenn joined Lyric for the 1984 production of “Hello Dolly” since then he has performed in many shows, 
most recently in 2007 for Lyric’s “CATS”. Since that time he has been more behind the scenes, including 
being a committee member & Life Member of the company. Glenn was a part of the team which was 
judged by the Victorian Music Theatre Guild & took out “Best Technical Achievement” for “Phantom of 
the Opera”. He had the “little job” of dropping the chandelier safely to the stage! During the day he 
manages the Audio Visual Dept at St Patrick’s College, where he has also Directed & Choreographed two 
shows. Of a night you may see him at Zagame’s where he also runs the members draw.

COSTUME CO-ORDINATOR  :  BARBARA STEAD

I have been a member of the Lyric committee for 15 years during which time I have had the roles of 
Assistant Secretary, Production Manager and for the last 2 years I have been both Treasurer and Costume 
Co-ordinator. I enjoy being part of the team who brings the show to the stage, a process that could not 
happen without the support of our many volunteers.  The ‘behind the scenes’ people are the backbone 
of the costume making team.  I value their help and assistance greatly. Without them there would not be 
a show, so I hope you enjoy their tireless efforts in bringing the CATS to life. 

REHEARSAL PIANIST  :  JASON HUBBLE

Jason has been rehearsal pianist for many Ballarat productions since Jesus Christ Superstar in 2004. He 
was musical director for BLOC Juniors Peter Pan and High School Musical as well as Curtain Call’s Bye Bye 
Birdie. After a great time last year playing for Rock of Ages he signed up again for CATS this year, despite 
his anxiousness around felines; he hopes it will be the first step in overcoming his phobia. During the day 
Jason teaches keyboard instruments in the Ballarat area.

STAGE MANAGER  :  KATE SUTER

CATS marks Kate’s 11-year anniversary with Ballarat Lyric Theatre, having made her debut in Cabaret as 
a Kit Kat Klub dancer in 2006. Since then she has been involved in many Lyric shows both on stage and 
behind the scenes. Graduating from The University of Ballarat with a Bachelor of Arts, Music Theatre 
in 2011, Kate has been consistently performing and stage managing, working for various companies, 
schools and universities for the past 6 years. Stage management credits include; Rock of Ages (lighting 
call) Joseph and the Technicolor Dreamcoat, Mad Forest, The Woman Hater, A Little Touch of Chaos, 
Steam! and Hairspray. 



PROPERTIES MANAGER  :  MARNIE BONELL-HUY

Marnie started theatre at the age of 12 with my family in Monbulk, performing in over 8 productions. She 
moved to Ballarat in ’93 with her husband Jan and performed in Lyrics ’96 show Best little Whorehouse 
In Texas. After getting the bug again she joined the committee in ’97 and is now a Life Member of the 
Company. Marnie has performed almost all aspects of theatre craft both on and off stage. Between Lyric 
and BLOC she contributed in over 24 productions. This is her third time as Props Manager. Marnie thanks 
her family, Jan, Brayden and Kye and a huge Chookas to Aaron (Mr Mistoffelees) on stage. Special thanks 
to my Dad and Jan for expertise help!

HAIR AND WIG DESIGN  :  NIKKI MCKINNON

Nikki and her team of talented hairdressers have worked out of Metro Hair Design over the last few 
months creating some amazing and colourful CAT Wigs. They have been involved with the theatre for 
years now and throughout this time  have created artistic hair and wig designs for local schools, charities, 
events and other musicals including, Rock Of Ages, Mary Poppins, Hairspray, Phantom of the Opera and 
Legally Blonde. We are excited to be part of the CATS team and are thankful to Kat and the Lyric family for 
this experience. Nikki would also like to thank her husband Michael for painting and detailing the Wigs.

LIGHTING DESIGN  :  MATTHEW HEENAN

Matthew lit his first show in 1981, before most of the cats were born. Matthew and Mystic 
Entertainmenz have always enjoyed working with Directors to bring their vision to life 
onstage.  This is Matthew’s 37th Lyric show including several on stage appearances. 
Matthew is currently the Audio Visual manager at the Mercure Ballarat, has been a 
lecturer for a BA in Theatre Production, has worked in television and professional theatre 
and is the proud father of Mungojerrie & Rumpleteazer and husband of the make-up 
Cat. A special thank you to Scott, Jake, Kate, and the brilliance of dome operators and 
all who assisted on the bump in and those who make all the work turn to fun.

SOUND DESIGN  :  GREG GINGER

Greg has been involved in ammeter productions for 30 Years. Greg has designed Sound  for the Music Theatre Guild – Production 
of the year winners 2007 “Cats” Ballarat Lyric, 2008 “Seussical” Whitehorse, 2009 “Les Miserables” Ballarat Lyric, 2011 “The Boy 
from Oz”Leading Note Theatre. Junior Production of the year 2006 “42nd Street, 2008 “Sweet Charity” both with Carey Musical 
Theatre Company and 2009 “ Thoroughly Modern Millie” Westbourne Grammar School. Greg has been awarded Best sound 
with the Lyrebird awards for Babirra Music Theatre 2004 “Guys & Dolls”, 2005 “Me & My Girl” 2009 “The Sentimental Bloke” 2015 
“The King & I”and Whitehorse Musical Theatre 2006 “Crazy for You”, 2007 “The Producers”. Professionally Greg has Designed 
sound for “ Song Contest – The Almost Eurovision experience” World Premiere 2016, “Certified Male”2003, Brave Men run in 
Our family 2007, Menopause the Musical Australian Tour 08-09 and Supervised the Sound for the 2008 Opera Australia Tour of 
My Fair Lady. Greg through his company Outlook Communications has been a proud sponsor of Ballarat Lyric theatre since 2002. 

MAKE-UP DESIGN  :  CATHY HEENAN

Cathy has been involved with Ballarat Lyric Theatre since 1982 enjoying both on-stage and back-
stage work (mostly as part of Mystic Entertainmentz). She studied stage make up while doing her 
Beauty Therapy training in Melbourne and started doing make up for Lyric shows in 1988. Cathy 
is an Honorary Life Member of Company. Cathy and several of her crew were involved in Lyric’s 
2007 production of CATS, all the crew have enjoyed the fun and challenge of this production. 



CAST

Emma Rix  :  GRIZABELLA

Emma is new to the Ballarat Lyric Theatre family and is more than excited to be playing the role of Grizabella. 
Through the years Emma has been involved in many BLOC Music Theatre Productions, playing the roles of 
Ellen in Miss Saigon and Reno Sweeney in Anything Goes as well as countless other roles in many fabulous 
productions. She has performed with both Ballarat National Theatre and the Ballarat Theatre Company and is 
a passionate Primary School Teacher at Wendouree Primary School. Emma has dreamed of playing the role of 
Griz since she was a little girl and is very excited to bring the Memory of this beautiful show back to Ballarat.  

Stephen Armati  :  OLD DEUTERONOMY

This is Stephen’s second production with Lyric having recently played Dennis Dupree in Rock of Ages.  
He played the Engineer in BLOC’s production of Miss Saigon, where he had the privilege of working 
alongside Andy McCalman. Stephen also played the role of Amos in Chicago for BLOC, Chris in Miss 
Saigon – Albury/Wodonga Theatre Company, winning a ZONTA award for “Best lead male in a musical” 
as well as Pirate King in Pirates of Penzance, Beast in Beauty & the Beast – AWTCo, Comfort Counsellor 
in Putnams 25th Annual Spelling Bee and Sir Galahad/Dennis in Spamalot, both for Livid Productions. 
Stephen worked professionally in Strange Bedfellows – A new musical alongside John Wood, Peter 
Cousins, Kellie Dickerson & Roger Hodgeman. Stephen is immensely proud of his wife, Katherine, on her 
directorial debut.

Sam Balson  :  MUNKUSTRAP

Sam has returned to Ballarat after spending a number of years in New Zealand and Melbourne. He 
has been focusing on his new found passion for science through completing a degree in Health 
Science majoring in Clinical Myotherapy. As much as Sam loves being a desk hobbit, he’d like to 
thank the Lyric cast and production team of CATS for bringing music and dance back into his life. 
He’d also like to thank all his mentors along the way, including his parents, for everything they do. 

Daniel Lamech  :  RUM TUM TUGGER / DANCE CAPTAIN

Daniel cannot remember a time when he wasn’t singing. He has performed all over Australia, in the Sydney 
Opera House, at the 2001 Centenary of Federation and in parts of America with Gondwana’s 2005 choral 
tour. Daniel has studied musical theatre at WAAPA and the Ballarat Arts Academy, though recently he has 
been exploring Cabaret and Burlesque. Daniel has been performing in the Ballarat theatre scene for a few 
years now with Maytes’ RENT, BLOC’s Chicago, Mary Poppins and Miss Saigon and Lyrics’ Hairspray and 
Rock of Ages. CATS was the first musical that Daniel ever saw and the main reason for his passionate love 
of the stage. He is very excited to help bring this iconic show to life.

Tim Gay  :  SKIMBLESHANKS

Tim has been performing on stage for close to 40 years with over 100 productions to his credit, beginning 
with BLOC Juniors at the age of twelve. His first role with Lyric was Joe in The Pyjama Game (1987), 
followed by Dodger in Oliver! (1988), the MC in Cabaret (2006) and Mungojerrie in CATS (2007). His recent 
credits with BLOC Music Theatre include productions of Miss Saigon, Mary Poppins and The Drowsy 
Chaperone and for Ballarat National Theatre, Twelve Angry Men. Tim is very proud to be sharing the 
stage with his youngest son Matt (Carbucketty). He hopes you have a purrrfectly wonderful evening.

Vicki Rowe  :  JENNYANYDOTS / GRIDDLEBONE

Vicki is a seasoned professional and award-winning actress with over 100 productions to her name. She has 
been Director, Choral Director, Choreographer, Musical Director, Set Designer, Costume Designer, Pianist 
and Actor! Her most memorable musical roles include Sandy (Grease), Valencienne (Merry Widow), Anita 
(West Side Story), Glinda (Wizard of Oz), Lucy/Beggar Woman (Sweeney Todd), Chicago (Murderess), 
Widow Corney (Oliver) and Aunt Eller (Oklahoma). By day Vicki is a teacher of Business Studies and the 
Performing Arts and holds a Master of Business, an Honours Degree in Music and many years of formal 
training in piano, singing, ballet, tap, jazz and calisthenics. Vicki is an animal-lover and has just adopted a 
6 year-old cat from the RSPCA, which she has named Gumbie after her CAT’S character.



Brendan Bawden  :  GUS THE THEATRE CAT / GROWLTIGER

Ten years ago Brendan stepped out in the lycra in Lyric’s first production of CATS. He didn’t think he would 
ever do it again and get the chance to play the same role of Gus for a second time. In the ten years since, 
Brendan has performed in and worked backstage on numerous productions, including playing two very 
shady characters in Thenardier in Lyric’s 2009 Les Miserables and Jud Fry in BLOC’s  2012 Oklahoma. In the 
real world Brendan teaches Indonesian and Humanities at Damascus College and chaperones students 
on overseas excursions to Indonesia, Malaysia, Turkey and France. He is hoping all the sit-ups and fitness 
work will pay off for this season of CATS.

Samantha Stewart  :  BOMBALURINA 

Samantha has a love of cats (both the musical and the animal) and is ecstatic to be a part of this spectacular 
production! She trained in dance with Sovereign Calisthenics College for 16 years,  representing Victoria 
twice competing at the National Championships. She qualified in the top 26 soloists in Australia and 
competed in the inaugural Calisthenics Physi Solo competition at South Street last year (her solo music 
was a CATS medley). Previous credits include Cheshire Cat (Alice in Wonderland), Blue Fairy (My Son 
Pinocchio), Natalie/Ed (All Shook Up), Valentine (Mary Poppins) and Trix (The Drowsy Chaperone). She’s 
honoured to be playing the role of Bombalurina and excited to be sharing her love of performing with you. 
Thanks to her own cat Maggie for her characterisation help.

Fiona Lacey  :  DEMETER

Fiona has been a dance enthusiast since the age of four training across all styles at the May Downs School 
of Dance, Melbourne. Fiona began to explore music theatre, earning roles as a child in several productions 
with performances locally, interstate and internationally including Annie, Oliver and the Magic Faraway 
Tree. In 2010 Fiona auditioned for the University of Ballarat Arts Academy and spent the next three years 
furthering her education in performance, choreography and artistic techniques. She played lead roles 
in Nine and Working, and was dance captain for their 2013 performance of Sweet Charity. Fiona has 
focused on teaching dance in schools throughout Ballarat and Melbourne, and is thrilled to be part of this 
production. 

Matt Mercer  :  BUSTOPHER JONES

Matt enjoyed his very first role in a musical playing the Mayor in Lyric’s 2016 production of Rock of Ages, 
he then played a role in The Best Man with Ballarat National Theatre. He enjoyed both shows so much that 
he has come back to Lyric in a new role, which he is loving. Matt, his wife and 7 children moved to Ballarat 
in 2015. He had never sung anywhere outside of the bathroom before becoming involved with Lyric. He 
is thoroughly enjoying being in this wonderful cast and learning many things along the way. We hope this 
won’t be your last role Matt.

Siobhan Heenan  :  RUMPLETEAZER

This is Siobhan’s second show with Ballarat Lyric Theatre after the 2016 production of Rock of Ages. She has 
been in numerous BLOC productions, Leading Note’s The Boy from Oz, and all three productions put on by 
the independent company SBC productions. She studied dancing at the BCMA and completed two years of 
full time dance at Patricks Studios Australia. She is currently studying Live Production and Technical Services 
at Federation University and is greatly enjoying the world of backstage. She has greatly enjoyed having the 
opportunity to dance again on stage in one of her all-time favourite musicals. 

Laurence Heenan  :  MUNGOJERRIE

Laurence doesn’t like cats. He’s a dog person. But when his sister had the idea that they should play 
Mungo and Rumple, what brother could refuse an opportunity to spend so much time with their sister... 
well probably a few... but she gave him such big puppy dog (cat) eyes! And honestly he couldn’t be 
happier to have been cast with Siobhan and he’s so proud to be on stage with her at his side and hopes 
that you enjoy their collaboration as much as he has. Last year Laurence played Bert in Mary Poppins for 
BLOC Music Theatre being his 17th local show. He tried to take this year off... oops...



Aaron Bonell-Huy  :  MR MISTOFFELEES

Aaron is really excited and feels incredibly honoured to be given the opportunity to play his all-time 
dream role of Mr Mistoffelees. Aaron has worked on a number of BLOC and Lyric shows in the last 5 years, 
including Phantom of the Opera, Miss Saigon, Rock of Ages and recently played George in BLOC’s The 
Drowsy Chaperone. He has also just completed a Bachelor of Physical Education and Mathematics in 
2016, and has been accepted to join the Ballarat Arts Academy to complete a Bachelor of Musical Theatre 
starting this year. Aaron has been dancing since 2008, and has learned at KMDS, studying Jazz, Tap, 
Contemporary, Ballet and continues to learn Ballroom at The Dance Studio.

Ella Bedggood  :  JEMIMA

CATS marks Ella’s Lyric Theatre debut and she couldn’t be more thrilled and humbled to have this 
opportunity. Ella has been performing since the age of three. 2017 is her eleventh year with BCMA and 
she would like to thank her teachers Paula Heenan, Jade Naidu, Lisa Pyke, Britt Anderson and Libby 
McKew for teaching her everything she knows. Since graduating from Ballarat Christian College in 2015, 
Ella’s main focus has been performing and becoming a dance teacher. She would love to dedicate her 
performance as Jemima to her family that are watching from both in the seats and in the stars.

Ellie Carroll  :  JELLYLORUM 

Ellie has been an avid theatre enthusiast her whole life. She has studied various styles of dancing, singing 
and drama at BCMA since 2005. Ellie has performed in many local productions with BCMA and BLOC 
Music Theatre, receiving a Victorian Theatre Guild Award in 2010 for her portrayal of Jojo in BLOC Juniors 
production of Seussical the Musical. Ellie also works professionally in Melbourne with The Tivoli Theatre 
Pantomimes performing regularly in school holiday seasons. CATS will mark Ellie’s debut with Lyric Theatre 
and she has thoroughly enjoyed the process of getting this show to the stage. Ellie would like to thank 
everyone involved both onstage and behind the scenes. She hopes you enjoy the show and discover 
exactly what a Jellicle Cat is.

Samuel Apineru  :  MACAVITY

Sam was born and raised in New Zealand, with a Samoan nationality. He grew up with music from an 
early age and took on dancing as a hobby, making performing the obvious choice. Sam developed a 
passion for musical theatre. He has participated in a number of high school shows such as Blood Brothers 
(Narrator), A Comedy Of Errors (Antipholus of Syracus), Variety Show: Hairspray (Seaweed), Lion King 
(Singer, Dancer), Sound Of Music (Captain Von Trapp) and Grease (Doody). Sam made his Ballarat Lyric 
Theatre debut in Rock of Ages last year and is excited to be playing this role in CATS.

Charlotte Hamilton  :  VICTORIA

Charlotte started dancing at the age of four in Melbourne. She has trained with the Academy of Classical 
Ballet in Ballarat and studied full time dance at the Space Dance and Arts Centre in Melbourne. This will 
be Charlotte’s 3rd production with Lyric. She has performed in Phantom of the Opera and Rock of Ages. 
She has also performed in BLOC Music Theatre’s production of Miss Saigon. She is very excited to be a 
part of CATS 2017. 

Catherine Pettie  :  CASSANDRA

Catherine aka Cat is thrilled to be performing her all time favourite musical CATS. Over the rehearsal 
period Cat’s biggest inspiration has been her two cats, Maggie and Mr Boy. Cat has been studying voice 
and dance for most of her life, musical theatre has always been her passion and she now teaches dance at 
the BCMA. Cat is also studying to be a nurse at ACU. Cat would like to thank Lyric Theatre for welcoming 
her into their family with open arms, as this is her first Lyric production. Cat would like to dedicate this 
performance to her parents who first showed her CATS on their VHS tape all those years ago. 



Max Rushton  :  CORICOPAT / GENGHIS

Lyric Theatre’s 2007 production of CATS was the first musical Max attended at the age of seven. From this 
time his ambition has been to be a part of this iconic musical. Max previously attended BCMA for five 
years studying jazz, ballet, singing and drama. He now attends Anita Coutts School of Dance. Performance 
credits include BLOC’s Narnia and Alice in Wonderland, MADSWAN’s Chatroom, BNT’s production of The 
Great War and various lead roles in BCMA and Ballarat and Clarendon College productions. Max has 
also co-directed and co-choreographed Ballarat and Clarendon College’s High School Musical and The 
Lion King. Performing in CATS with such amazing talented people has been an amazing experience and 
a dream come true.

Tori Heenan-Waters  :  TANTOMILE

Tori’s love of performing arts began the moment she was born and since then that love has only grown. 
Tori has been a student at BCMA for as long as she can remember and has recently begun teaching and 
assisting dance classes. Tori has appeared on stage in numerous local productions with BLOC Music 
Theatre, BCMA and professionally with Tivoli Theatre Pantomimes in Melbourne. CATS marks Tori’s first 
credit onstage with Lyric. This show has definitely been a challenging but enjoyable learning process for 
Tori and she believes she has learned many skills. 

Lily O’Shea  :  GWYNETH 

From the age of three, Lily longed to be old enough to be in a musical. Meanwhile, she learned dancing, 
singing, acting, piano and violin. Lily’s experiences include 4 short films (VCA), Hollywood film The 
Killer Elite and various TV shows and film clips. Since her first junior show in 2011, Lily has been in 12 
musicals including BLOC’s Mary Poppins and the Australian premiere in 2015 of Bring It On the musical in 
Melbourne. As she is now 16, Lily is thrilled to make CATS her first Lyric show and would like to thank her 
singing teacher Connie Lemke, Dance teachers at Kerry Moore and drama teacher Leah Moneghetti and 
she hopes you enjoy her performance!  

Matthew Henderson  :  ALONZO

Matthew is once again excited and glad to be a part of this production of CATS, being his 3rd lyric show. 
Matthew has done theatre in Ballarat since 2001 and has been in numerous stage productions, both on 
stage and behind the scenes. His most recent show being Lyric’s Rock of Ages, and BLOC’S production of 
Mary Poppins. Matthew has always wanted to dance in CATS since seeing it for the first time, and cannot 
wait to bring Alonzo to the stage.

Lisa Brown  :  THALIA

Lisa is thrilled to be part of the production of CATS, having loved the musical since she saw it under the 
big top as a young girl. Lisa last performed with Lyric as part of the ensemble in their 2006 show Annie. 
She studied singing for 7 years and tap for 2 years before leaving Ballarat to complete her Bachelor of 
Veterinary Science in Townsville. Lisa has performed in a number of musicals during this time including 
West Side Story, Hairspray and Mary Poppins. Lisa would like to thank all her friends and family, especially 
her husband Rohan, for their continued support.

Brad Martin  :  ADMETUS 

Brad is currently studying a Bachelor of Film and Television at JMC Academy in South Melbourne. He has 
learned a variety of dance styles at Ballarat Ballet Centre over the past 12 years, including jazz, tap and 
hip hop. Brad has also participated in a number of shows onstage, starting with a number of BLOC junior 
shows and most recently Lyrics 2016 production of Rock of Ages. Brad hopes that you enjoy this feline 
show.



Shelley Szova  :  CLIO (Kitten)

The first time Shelley saw CATS she was 10 years old and instantly fell in love. She spent all her spare time 
prancing and prowling around her bedroom, teaching herself the dance moves to these magical songs. 
While other teenagers idolized various pop stars, she idolized Mistoffelees and the Jellicle cats. It is with 
great excitement she can finally wear her very own cat suit and become one of these fabulous felines. 
Keep a look out for the fun-loving and spirited kitten Clio – she can’t wait to put on an amazing show with 
her fellow feline friends – It’s going to be Paw-some!!

Matthew Gay  :  CARBUCKETTY
 
Matt danced for 12 years at Ballarat Ballet Centre, studying tap, jazz, hip hop, classical ballet and funk. 
He plays guitar and drums. Matt’s involvement in theatre began as a cast member in BLOC Juniors’ 
production of Music Man in 2007. Since then he has been in five more junior productions as well as joining 
the senior cast in Anything Goes and The Drowsy Chaperone. Matt has also been involved in many school 
productions at Emmaus Primary School and at Damascus College, where, this year, he played the role of 
Doody in Grease. This is Matt’s first show on stage with Lyric, and he is excited to be sharing the stage with 
his Dad Tim (Skimbleshanks).

Allyson Stewart  :  CALIOPE 

Ally is 17 years old and has loved to sing and dance for as long as she can remember. With 13 years of 
training under her belt CATS would definitely have to be one of her most memorable shows to be involved 
in. Ally currently trains at The Ballarat Centre of Music and the Arts in ballet, contemporary, jazz and tap 
and also danced for many years with the Sovereign Calisthenics College. She is completing year 12 at 
Mount Clear College where she is taking VCE Dance. Ally saw CATS as a purrfect opportunity to extend 
her performance experience and hopes you love the show.

Sophie Walters  :  ASTREA

Sophie is so honoured to be apart of this amazing show of CATS, Sophie has been singing and dancing 
for 16+ years at Ballarat Ballet Centre, she would like to thank her incredible family, but most of all Mandy, 
Chris and Maddison for all the love and support that they give her with everything she does, and her 
amazing teachers Bryone Wharton and Justine Morris for everything they do for her, as without them she 
wouldn’t be who she is today. This is Sophie’s first show with Ballarat Lyric Theatre and is hoping you all 
love the show as much as she does.

Daniel Sully  :  VICTOR

Daniel likes all musicals, singing, and enjoys the thrill of performing on stage. This is his first Lyric Theatre 
production. Currently attending St Patrick’s College, he has been involved in numerous productions put 
on by St Pats and Loreto. These include FAME, Sweeney Todd, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee, Joseph And The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Les Miserablés and West Side Story. Daniel 
hopes you enjoy his performance and the show.

Marc Evans  :  QUAXO

This production of CATS is Marc’s first musical with Lyric Theatre. Marc is incredibly grateful and excited to 
have had the opportunity to be in this musical. This is Marc’s third musical and has such a strong passion 
for performing, singing, dancing and acting. He is studying gymnastics and is pleased he can perform 
some of his acrobats in this fantastic musical. Marc would like to thank his father, Tony Evans, for his 
continual and valued support and for encouraging him in his passion for performing. Marc would most of 
all like to thank everyone in the cast for welcoming him into the CATS family.



Victoria Rosewarne  :  EXOTICA

Victoria is returning to Lyric Theatre following their production of Rock of Ages in 2016. She is beyond 
excited to be involved in the show having enjoyed the show from a young age. Victoria has dance training 
in classical, contemporary, jazz and calisthenics as well as being a voice student with Carolyn Bennett. 
Victoria would like to thank her father Fred as well as her partner Dylan, for always supporting her and 
pushing her to always do her best. Finally, she thanks the cast of CATS 2017 for being the most fabulous 
felines out there.  

Brayden Bonell-Huy  :  MACAVITY DOUBLE

Born into a third generation of thespians, Brayden’s involvement in productions is technical; hopefully 
you did NOT see him in roles such as a butler in Lyric’s “Les Misérables” (2009), a helicopter pilot 
in BLOC’s “Miss Saigon” (2015), and countless stage crew positions. After his appearance as a 
Bourbon Room bartender for the “Rock of Ages” pre-show last year, Brayden immediately seized 
this opportunity to take on his first “featured role”. Brayden is currently completing an Honours 
thesis for his Bachelor of Engineering (Civil) degree, and would love to combine his passion for 
engineering and theatre into a dream job. Brayden gives a huge chookas to this year’s fantastic 
cast, particularly to his brother Aaron playing his all-time favourite character: Mr Mistoffelees. 

PIT SINGERS

James Catterson
This is James’ sixth production in Ballarat and his Lyric Theatre debut. His credits include; BLOC Music 
Theatre’s Narnia, My Son Pinocchio (Bernardo) and Camp Rock (Nate), BCMA’s You’re A Good Man 
Charlie Brown (Linus) and Gateway Performing Studios High School Musical (Jack Scott/Ripper). He has 
trained in Musical Theatre at BCMA and currently has singing lessons with Josh Vucicevic. James has 
loved the experience of being in CATS and is thankful to Kat, Will and the cast for all their amazing work.

Laura Edmondson
Laura is excited to be involved in this classic, taking a different role this time as pit singer. She has been 
involved with theatre for many years, most recently having performed in the ensemble for BLOC’s 
production of Mary Poppins, and as Angelina in Creswick Theatre Company’s Trial By Beckett. She is 
currently taking lessons with Maxine Montgomery. Laura is a member of the committee for Ballarat Lyric 
Theatre. She hopes you have a purr-fect time at the show!

Caitlin Sartori
CATS marks Cait’s first production with Ballarat Lyric Theatre. She has studied Jazz, Ballet, Contemporary 
and Hip Hop, but mainly focused on Music Theatre and Speech and Drama. Cait worked heavily on 
Royal South Street Society’s Speech and Drama Competitions last year and Production Managed Ballarat 
National Theatre Company’s Honourable Mentions. Cait loves CATS, the original poems by T.S. Eliot 
(which she has taught with), the Musical (Andrew Lloyd Webber is a genius) and of course her cat, Oak.

Enya McDonald
Enya has been singing since she was eight. CATS is Enya’s 3rd production with Lyric Theatre. She has been 
involved in one BLOC production & two Ballarat Lyric Theatre Productions: The Phantom of the Opera and 
Legally Blonde. She performed in Mary Poppins with BLOC Music Theatre. Enya has a passion for Musical 
Theatre and is hoping to make a career out of it, in the near future. She would also like to thank Lyric for 
this “Catastic” opportunity for offering her a spot as a “pit singer”. Enya hopes you enjoy this “Catactular” 
Show!
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SYNOPSIS
Midnight. Not a sound from the pavement.

A train passes and whistle’s outside, lighting up the darkened landscape of crates and storage shelves inside a warehouse, 
briefly catching a darting image of a running feline. Tonight is the one night each year when the tribe of Jellicle cats reunite to 
celebrate who they are. They emerge singing of their unique abilities and traits. The cats are at first suspicious and reluctant to 
allow the audience into their domain. They are proud, however and in The Naming of Cats explain to their human visitors who 
they are and reveal that cats have three names, the one the family uses everyday, a more dignified name and a secret name. It 
is the contemplation of these secret names that keeps felines deep in thought.

Victoria, a young white cat dances to signal The Invitation to the Jellicle Ball. Munkustrap a large grey tabby, explains that they 
meet to rejoice and await the wise Old Deuteronomy, who will choose which Jellicle cat will journey to the Heavyside Layer 
to be reborn into a new Jellicle life.

The Cats are introduced, first Jennyanydots, The Old Gumbie Cat who sits and sits and sits. The Rum Tum Tugger, who loves 
to be centre of attention and that the female cats find attractive.
Grizabella enters, and is shunned by the rest of the tribe despite being a Jellicle cat. She left the tribe years ago to explore the 
outside world and now wants to return.

A thunderous crash, signals Macavity, the villainous cat, is on the loose! The cats scatter leaving an empty stage. Sneaking 
through the warehouse Mungojerrie and Rumpleteazer appear, a fun-loving, frolicking brother and sister, always getting into 
trouble with the family whom which they live.

The entire tribe re-enters as their benevolent and wise old leader Old Deuteronomy arrives, but another crash from Macavity 
is heard and sends them scurrying.

Old Deuteronomy soothes them as they come back one by one. It is time for the Jellicle Ball, the great annual dance in which 
they all celebrate.

Grizabella appears once more wanting to join the celebration, but she is left alone to contemplate her Memory from before 
she left the tribe. She is unaware of Old Deuteronomy listening to her sadness. He sits and ponders her throughout interval.

As the cats enter and rest, they themselves contemplate the Moments of Happiness before introducing more cats. Gus, The 
Theatre Cat, is an aged stage actor who tells of his triumphant theatrics, yearning and dreaming to perform again as he did 
in his heyday. Skimbleshanks, the Railway Cat, introduces himself. He attends to the trains he rides making sure every detail is 
perfect.

A third crash interrupts the celebration and this time Macavity enters and whilst distracting the other cats, his henchman 
kidnap Old Deuteronomy. When they look back – Macavity’s not there. Demeter and Bombalurina sing what they know of 
Macavity, who has been dubbed “the Napoleon of crime”.

Macavity returns dressed as Old Deuteronomy, but is exposed by the astute Demeter who feels all is not right. He battles 
Munkustrap and the other felines, but almost defeated Macavity short circuits the lights to get away leaving the Jellicles in the 
dark. But they have to find Old Deuteronomy.

The Rum Tum Tugger calls in Mr Mistoffelees, the conjuring cat, to use his magical powers to bring back their leader with his 
conjuring turn. At last the time has come for the Jellicle Choice. At that moment Grizabella reappears.

Again she recalls her Memory of how things use to be. This time the cats accept her and she is chosen to Journey to the 
Heavyside Layer and be reborn. The Jellicle Ball has come to a conclusion, but first Old Deuteronomy instructs the human 
spectators in The Addressing of Cats. For all their unique qualities and differences, “Cats are very much like you”.



MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT ONE
WHEN CATS ARE MADDENED BY THE 
MIDNIGHT DANCE 
Prologue: Jellicle Songs For Jellicle Cats THE 
COMPANY
 
1. The Naming Of Cats THE COMPANY  
2. The invitation To The Jellicle Ball QUAXO,   
 MUNKUSTRAP  
3. The Old Gumbie Cat MUNKUSTRAP,  
 JENNYANYDOTS, JELLYLORUM,  BOMBALURINA,  
 DEMETER  
4. The Rum Tum Tugger RUM TUM TUGGER, QUAXO,  
 BOMBALURINA  
5. Grizabella, The Glamour Cat GRIZABELLA,  
 DEMETER, BOMBALURINA  
6. Bustopher Jones BUSTOPHER JONES,  
 JENNYANYDOTS, JELLYLORUM,  BOMBALURINA  
7. Mungojerrie and Rumpleteazer MUNGOJERRIE,  
 RUMPLETEAZER  
8. Old Deuteronomy MUNKUSTRAP, RUM TUM  
 TUGGER, OLD DEUTERONOMY  
9. The Jellicle Ball THE COMPANY  
10. Memory GRIZABELLA  

ACT TWO
WHY WILL THE SUMMER DELAY – WHEN 
WILL TIME FLOW AWAY 

11. The Moments of Happiness OLD DEUTERONOMY,  
 JEMIMA
12. Gus: The Theatre Cat JELLYLORUM, ASPARAGUS
13. Growltiger’s Last Stand Part 1 GROWLTIGER,  
 GRIDDLEBONE, THE CREW, SIAMESE
13a. Italian Aria GROWLTIGER, GRIDDLEBONE
13b. Growltiger’s Last Stand Part 2 GROWLTIGER,  
 GRIDDLEBONE, GHENGIS, THE CREW, SIAMESE
13c. Gus: The Theatre Cat (Reprise) ASPARAGUS
14. Skimbleshanks SKIMBLESHANKS, OLD  
 DEUTERONOMY, RUMPLETEAZER
15. Macavity DEMETER, BOMBALURINA
16. Mr Mistoffelees RUM TUM TUGGER
17. Memory GRIZABELLA, JEMIMA
18. Journey To The Heaviside Layer THE COMPANY
19. The Ad-Dressing Of Cats OLD DEUTERONOMY 

CAST
Emma Rix ....................... Grizabella
Stephen Armati ............. Old Deuteronomy
Sam Balson .................... Munkustrap
Daniel Lamech .............. Rum Tum Tugger
Tim Gay .......................... Skimbleshanks
Vicki Rowe ...................... Jennyanydots/Griddlebone
Brendan Bawden ........... Asparagus / Gus The Theatre Cat
Samantha Stewart ......... Bombalurina
Fiona Lacey .................... Demeter
Matt Mercer ................... Bustopher Jones
Siobhan Heenan ............ Rumpleteazer
Laurence Heenan .......... Mungojerrie
Aaron Bonell-Huy .......... Mr Mistoffelees
Ella Bedggood .............. Jemima
Ellie Carroll .................... Jellylorum
Samuel Apineru ............. Macavity
Charlotte Hamilton ....... Victoria
Catherine Pettie ............ Cassandra
Max Rushton .................. Coricopat
Tori Heenan-Waters ....... Tantomile
Lily O’Shea ..................... Gwyneth
Matthew Henderson ..... Alonzo
Lisa Brown ...................... Thalia
Brad Martin .................... Admetus
Shelley Szova ................. Clio
Matthew Gay ................. Carbucketty
Ally Stewart .................... Caliope
Sophie Walters .............. Astrea
Daniel Sully .................... Victor
Marc Evans .................... Quaxo
Victoria Rosewarne ........ Exotica
Brayden Bonell-Huy........ Macavity Double

PIT SINGERS 
James Catterson, Laura Edmondson, Caitlin Sartori,  
Reuben Morgan, Enya McDonald

ORCHESTRA 
Conductor ..................... William Yates
Keyboard 1 ................... Stewart Greedy
Keyboard 2 ................... Jason Hubble
Keyboard 3 ................... Chrissy Schuler 
Cello ............................... Anna Yates
Bass  ................................ Shane Pearson
Tenor Saxophone,
Soprano Saxophone .... Rob Holder
Flute ............................... Sarah Goodbourn
Flute, Clarinet, 
Baritone Saxophone .... Megan Waddington
Oboe, English Horn ...... Kathryn Saunders
Horn 1 ............................ Melissa Banks
Horn 2 ............................ Janice Ballinger
Trumpet 1 ...................... Oliver Rasmussen
Trumpet 2 ...................... Alice Marcollo
Trombone ...................... Hugh McKelvey
Guitar ............................. Harrison Dale
Drum Kit ........................ Craig George
Percussion ..................... Michael Evans-Barker 
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“To encourage and develop, through 
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Piano

JOIN US

Her Majesty’s Ballarat is owned and operated by The City of Ballarat.  Facilities offered by Her Majesty’s Ballarat include wheelchair 
access to the stalls, an audio loop, operates a candy bar and Long Room Bar, both of which are usually open for intermission.  In 
the interest of public health, Her Majesty’s Ballarat is a smoke-free area. Entrance to Her Majesty’s Ballarat is in accordance with the 
conditions as printed on the reverse side of patron’s tickets. Patrons expecting emergency calls may leave their mobile phone and 
seat numbers with the Front of House Manager. Mobile phones and pagers must be turned off inside the auditorium. In the unlikely 
event of a fire or emergency, please listen carefully to the staff instructions.

Her Majesty’s Ballarat 
17 Lydiard Street South Ballarat 3350

Box Office: 5333 5888   |   Administration: 03 5364 2371 
Fax: 03 5364 2359   |   Email: hermaj@hermaj.com



Harcourts Ballarat
22 Peel Street North, Ballarat 
P 03 5333 1144   E ballarat@harcourts.com.au 
www.ballarat.harcourts.com.au

Here we are.
Watching over 
you in your 
neighbourhood.

For memorable real estate service, choose the  
character and experience of Harcourts Ballarat.

Harcourts. With you all the way.


